
God Is Shaking The Nations
By Jan Markell

“‘Is not My word like fire?” de clares the Lord,
‘and like a ham mer which shat ters a rock …  Be -

hold I am against those who… led astray My
peo ple…  I did not send them… nor do they fur -
nish this peo ple the slight est ben e fit,’  de clares

the Lord.” (Jer. 23:29-32)

World events are star tling!  Watch ing the Mid dle East, 
Ja pan, Aus tra lia, Eu rope, and a melt down in Amer ica
have prompted some healthy dis cus sions on the last days. 
When events hap pen at such a rapid pace, it is wise to ask,
“What on Earth is hap pen ing?”  Those who could care less 
are likely drown ing in some kind of de struc tive be hav ior
be cause they, too, no tice but can not cope.  Who can we
trust with answers?

Most turn first to their pas tors.  Some pro vide won der -
ful bib li cal in sights into our times.  May their num bers in -
crease!  From what we hear at this min is try, they are in the
mi nor ity, for one min is try sup porter sent me an email from 
her pas tor.  I did a dou ble-take upon read ing it.  I so
wanted to be lieve it was just made up.  He writes:

The num ber of trou bles in the world over -
whelmed me for awhile and I did n’t know how to
re spond.  I am sug gest ing we pray for the peo ple
we see or hear about in the me dia who are work -
ing in these trou bled ar eas and also for the vic tims
and their fam i lies whose faces and voices carry so
much grief and anx i ety.  
Some may won der if these are signs of end-times
be cause they cer tainly ap pear to fit the de scrip -
tions we read about in the Bi ble.  But, I sug gest we 
don’t rush to ex press this view.  His tor i cally, there 

have been sea sons of trou ble that have had the
hall marks of end-times, most no ta bly in the 20th

cen tury.  Some peo ple were driven by fear to re -
pent.  Other peo ple con cluded that such a vi o lent
and in dis crim i nate se ries of events that killed the
‘in no cent’ with the guilty did not pres ent the God
of Chris tian ity in a good light and there was then a 
great fall ing away.  Now is not the time to
theologize or spec u late on causes; it’s just time
now to help.

How tragic that he dis cour ages peo ple from con sid er -
ing the se ri ous warn ings that great trau mas would come
upon the world as we hur dle to wards the very time of the
end.  He dis cour ages a con ver sa tion about these is sues and 
would thus rob many of the “blessed hope” that Christ’s
return offers.

With out the bib li cal per spec tive, the stron gest be -
liever could cave.  When we re al ize that what is hap pen ing 
to this planet – the Ja pan sce nario most re cently, but pre -
ceded by global chaos in many hot spots – it should
quicken our spir its and af fect the way we live and think
and carry on with our re la tion ships.  Je sus is com ing soon!  
Live your life in light of eter nity!  God is shak ing the na -
tions as spo ken of in Haggai 2:7.  (Ed i tor: which is:  “‘and
I will shake all na tions, and they shall come to the De sire
of All Na tions, and I will fill this tem ple with glory,’ says
the LORD of hosts.  ‘The sil ver is Mine, and the gold is
Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts.  ‘The glory of this lat ter
tem ple shall be greater than the for mer,’ says the LORD of 
hosts, ‘And in this place I will give peace,’ says the LORD 
of hosts.’” Haggai 2:7-9).  
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Peo ple can not take chaos
and con fu sion for ever.  They
need some com fort ing words. 
They need some in sight.  They
are ask ing why all this is hap pen -
ing.  They don’t know how to
con nect the dots.  Tell them! 
This is a dress re hearsal for Mat -
thew 24.  We don’t know if that
drama is cen ter stage to mor row
or 20 years from now.  But it will
happen.  

This pas tor also told the
woman to whom he sent his
email that she should not talk
about re pen tance, for that might
lead to a great fall ing away.  It is
the with hold ing of the mes sage
of re pen tance that has led to the
great apos tasy of our day.  But he
states what is most im por tant –
more im por tant even than speak -
ing of re pen tance – is to go and
help.  I guess that means the so -
cial gos pel or good works is what 
re ally mat ters.  Yes, it is a great
idea to make a do na tion for those
suf fer ing in Ja pan or you fill-
in-the-blank.  The globe is throb -
bing.  But the so cial gos pel has
been im ple mented now for a cen -
tury as lib er al ism has em pha -
sized feed ing the stomach but
starving the soul.

This min is try ex horts you to
reach out to the lost with the truth 
of the gos pel while there is time. 
The world and much of the
church are de ceived.  Strong de -
lu sion has run amok.  The apos -
tate church is thriv ing, Bi ble- 
be liev ing,  dis cern ing Chris tians
are be ing left on the side of the
road, scorned and dis placed with
no church to attend.  The Church
of Laodicea had left the light of
the Word and the world.  That is
why a shep herd of the sheep can
pen the words quoted above.  

I am weary of hear ing that
Bi ble proph ecy is scorned in
church af ter church.  If it is
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one-fifth of the Bi ble, it has to be rel e vant!  If Je sus’ first
com ing is sig nif i cant, why is His sec ond com ing con tro -
ver sial and not seeker-sen si tive?  When and how did the
mes sage that the King is com ing be come a downer?  On
some end-time is sues, we “see through a glass darkly,” but 
other is sues are crystal clear.

It seems that for 25 years sem i nar ies have been crank -
ing out pas tors who aren’t sure what the ol ogy to teach
when it co mes to es cha tol ogy, so they won’t visit the topic
at all.  Here we are, likely in the last of the last days.  God
bless the pas tors who tell the truth and teach the whole
coun sel of God.  I ex hort you now, while there is still time,
to be come fish ers of men just as Je sus chal lenged us.  It is
a small price to pay in light of what He has done for us. 
Evan ge lism and is sues of the last days fit hand-in-glove. 
Ev ery thing has an end, even life as we know it.  I can al -
most hear the hoof beats of the four horse men of the Apoc -
a lypse.  You need to go out and tell peo ple.  Shout it from
the moun tain tops.  You are not re spon si ble for their re -
sponse.  There may not be much time left.

‘Olive Tree Ministries’ taken from 
“The Vine and Branches”

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Remember Jesus Christ

2 Tim o thy 2:8. “Re mem ber Je sus Christ,
raised from the dead, de scended from Da vid.

This is my gos pel.”

First of all “re mem ber Je sus Christ.” Je sus is true God
and true man. He was tried in all things in like ness with us
yet with out sin. We are “reg u lar peo ple” and are un able to
live like that be cause we are all sin ners and have fallen
short of the Glory of God. We are there fore guilty be fore
God; ev ery one of us. No tice the mir a cle God did for us in
Je sus Christ. 2 Co rin thi ans 5:21:  “God made him who had 
no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might be come the
righ teous ness of God.” When Je sus died on the cross he
paid the pen alty for all of man kind’s sin. 1 John 2:2: “He is 
the aton ing sac ri fice for our sins, and not only for ours but
also for the sins of the whole world.” That is why you are
to “remember Jesus Christ.”

Sec ondly, this verse says that Je sus is “raised from the
dead.” This is one of the main five teach ings of the Bi ble,
“knowl edge of the res ur rec tion.” Je sus is the first born of
the dead. Je sus raised Laz a rus and Jairus’s daugh ter from
the dead, but they died again. That is not so with Je sus.
When Je sus was “raised form the dead” it means, he now
lives for ev er more.  He brew 8:1: “The point of what we
are say ing is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat
down at the right hand of the throne of the Maj esty in

heaven.” Yes, the main point of what we are say ing is this,
when He was raised from the dead, he went to heaven and
shares the throne with the Majesty in heaven.

Thirdly, he “de scended from Da vid.” This is im por -
tant be cause this is what God had prom ised cen tu ries be -
fore. God had prom ised Da vid in 2 Sam uel 7:12-16:
“When your days are over and you rest with your fa thers, I 
will raise up your off spring to suc ceed you, who will come 
from your own body and I will es tab lish his king dom
...for ever.”

The last state ment is: “This is my gos pel,” and it is a
short sum ma tion of what Paul preached. I am in full agree -
ment with this verse; it is also my de sire to preach this
mes sage to all peo ple. There is sal va tion in no other name
but the name of Je sus. You who are read ing these short
para graphs to day, make sure you have a per sonal re la tion -
ship with Je sus Christ. John 17:3 says; “Now this is eter -
nal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and
Je sus Christ, whom you have sent.”

One of His servants,
Rev. Willmore Gundersen
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It is bad when Satan deceives
us, and it is a sad thing when
one has been deceived by sin,
but the greatest deception is

self-deception.  Many are
deceived when it comes to

salvation.  They have a form of 
godliness, but do not have an
inward reality.  The only thing

that is worse than going to
Hell is going to Hell thinking

that you were going to
Heaven.

Joe Ar thur 
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The Value of Critics
By Pas tor Jim Townsley, Southington, Conn.

A young preacher, while giv ing his first ser mon men -
tioned how Je sus’ blood was spilled on the ground at His
cru ci fix ion.  Fol low ing his mes sage, an older, sea soned
saint stand ing near the rear of the au di to rium, with a large
Bi ble un der his arm, tersely spoke to the emerg ing theo lo -
gian.  “I would have you know that Je sus’ blood was shed,
not spilled to the ground.  It was no accident!”

The young preacher was taken aback by the re sponse,
but af ter a few days of study came to un der stand that his
critic, though abrupt, was cor rect.  Je sus’ blood was not ac -
ci den tally spilled to the ground but pur posely shed for ev -
ery lost soul.   

Crit ics can and do play an im por tant part in our lives. 
Ev ery man must rec og nize the im por tance of be ing ac -
count able to some one.  A man who is never ac count able
will likely make mis takes that will harm the cause of
Christ.

As chil dren, we were ac count able to our par ents.  In
school, we were ac count able to our teach ers.   At work men 
and women are ac count able to their em ploy ers.  But
preach ers like to make them selves ac count able to no one. 
We too must rec og nize the im por tance of be ing ac count -
able and ac cept crit i cism when it is in order.

“Hear coun sel, and re ceive in struc tion, that thou
mayest be wise in thy lat ter end.”   Prov. 19:20.  

I have heard preach ers re mark to their con gre ga tions,
“No one tells me what to preach.”  

Ev ery man of God should preach the Word based on
the lead ing of the Holy Spirit, but we also must re mem ber
that we are to be held ac count able for these mes sages.

 What if I mis tak enly say that Adam and Eve dis -
obeyed God by eat ing the for bid den food of the Tree of
Life?  Fol low ing the ser vice, my wife says, “Honey, Adam
and Eve’s sin was eat ing from the Tree of the Knowl edge
of Good and Evil, not the Tree of Life.”

Pe ri od i cally, ev ery preacher mis speaks and says
things that he never in tended to say, but thank God for a
wife who can help him keep from re peat ing the same mis -
take.  

Oc ca sion ally, a mem ber may point out that our in ter -
pre ta tion of a pas sage is not ac cu rate.  What should a
preacher do?  Should he de fend the in de fen si ble?  No.  He
should hum bly re al ize he is clay and thank God he has
mem bers who love the Word of God and are will ing to help 
him and to do it in the right spirit.  

Per haps you have an idea that in volves spend ing a lot
of the church’s money, and the dea cons or trust ees are not
as ex cited about it.  What should you do?  You should
thank God you have men who may spare you from a se ri -
ous mis take.

Thank God for our crit ics who sharpen our the ol ogy,
our plans and our vi sion.  These souls serve an im por tant
mis sion in our churches.

Our crit ics may not al ways come to us in the right
spirit, but we should al ways lis ten and learn from their crit -
i cism.  We must ei ther re ject crit i cism or re al ize that our
crit ics are right.  A man’s crit ics will help him grow and be -
come stron ger.  If we ig nore our crit ics, we will likely re -
peat our mis takes again and again.  

“The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that
hearkeneth unto coun sel is wise.”-   Prov.  12:15.

A young man who is new to the min is try may al ready
have feel ings of in ad e quacy, but he must fight the urge al -
ways to de fend him self as be ing right.  A hum ble man will
soon com mand more re spect as a leader be cause peo ple
know he is com mit ted more to truth than to his own ego.  A
wise man will seek the coun sel of the wise.  Not ev ery
critic is wise, but some of them are, and it is our re spon si -
bil ity to find those who can give us con struc tive crit i cism
be fore we face those who may give us crit i cism that is in -
tended to hurt the work of God.

“Oint ment and per fume re joice the heart: so doth the
sweet ness of a man’s friend by hearty coun sel” -
Prov. 27:9…

Re mem ber in the early church that the proph ets were
sub ject to the other proph ets.  If they said any thing in er ror, 
the other proph ets were to point out this er ror.  In a sense,
ev ery church should work in this manner.

No one is above scru tiny.  Our crit ics can be our best
re source for per sonal growth and ma tu rity.  Thank God for
crit ics!  Not one of us wants to lis ten to our crit ics, but they
may be come our great est allies.

Taken from “Sword of the Lord”
Editor Note:   This ‘truth’ is TRUE 

for every child of God!

I have wondered at time
what the Ten Commandments

would have looked like if
Moses had run them through

the U.S. Congress.

Ronald Rea gan
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Ed i to rial 
RES

PREPARATION
“Pre pare to meet your God…”  Amos 4:12 — “‘The voice of one cry ing in the wil der ness:

Pre pare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’”  Mat thew 3:3b 

In the spring, 1981 a young man was flown into the des o -
late north of Alaska to pho to graph the nat u ral beauty.  He 
had photo equip ment, sev eral fire arms and 1,400 pounds 
of pro vi sions.  As the months passed, the en tries in his di -
ary, which ini tially de tailed his won der and fas ci na tion
with the wild life around him, turned into a pa thetic re -
cord of a night mare as he wrote “I think I should have
used more fore sight about ar rang ing my de par ture, I’ll
soon find out.”  He waited and waited.  No one came to
the res cue.  In No vem ber he died in a name less val ley,
by a name less lake, 225 miles north east of Fair banks.  He 
had made no pro vi sions to be lifted out of the area.

To my knowl edge, no where in the Bi ble does it tell us
how to pre pare to die; but to pre pare to meet THY
GOD!

This we do know for cer tain that sooner or later 100 out
of 100 will die.  He brews 9:27.

Prep a ra tion is pre par ing for a com ing event or oc ca sion.  
AS WE are to be ‘spir i tual sign read ers’ and AS we look
into the fu ture; the bil low ing, bois ter ous storm clouds
arise over the ho ri zon, could it could mean per il ous times 
ahead with hard per se cu tion, OR for the re deemed, the
key note of the trum pet sound could be just around the
cor ner.  Ei ther you and I will pass through the val ley of
shadow of death OR in stantly die in the rap ture when the
BRIDEGROOM co mes for HIS bride in an twin kling of
an eye!  A Chris tian friend speaks of life here as a ‘dress -
ing room’ in prep a ra tion of eter nity!

Re gard less, prep a ra tion is in the mak ing, be cause the
in ev i ta ble what ‘we’ sow we are shall also REAP!  (As
the ‘tree’ falleth, so shall it lie).  Prep a ra tion is nec es -
sary re gard less if it is for a meal, go ing to school, play,
work, sleep or what ever!

Turn with me to Mat thew 22:1-14; and we see ‘prep a ra -
tion’ had been made for a fan tas tic wed ding and as we
read there a ‘spe cial per son’ (and you are a ‘spe cial per -
son’) was in vited and fa vor ably re sponded; BUT was not 
prop erly dressed!  Ev i dently this one sin cere re sponder
thought his own righ teous ness was good enough to at -
tend the wed ding feast; but was sin cerely mis taken.  The
bride to be needs to have the proper ap parel.  “But we are 
all like an un clean thing, And all our righteousnesses are 
like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our in iq ui ties,

like the wind, Have taken us away”.  Isa iah 64:6,
Romans 3:10 & 20, 6:23.  BUT the ap pro pri ate ap parel;
which GOD the Al mighty is pleased with; is avail able
for who so ever will.  (Praise God).  For He made Him
who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might be come
the righ teous ness of God in him.”    II Co rin thi ans 5:21,
Romans 8:1.

You have heard it said that man looketh upon the out -
ward ap pear ance, while God looks upon the heart, which
is most cer tainly true; BUT God also says what’s in the
abun dance of the heart com eth out!

Of ten when we gather for pub lic ‘wor ship’ to ‘wor ship’
the King of kings, and Lord of lords, I think of Jo seph in
the Old Tes ta ment.  WHEN he was to ap pear be fore the
king of his era he wanted to be clean shaven and clean
clothes!  Don’t you think that if I were to ap pear a
king/pres i dent that I too would want to be prop erly
dressed?  As I read my Bi ble, the first need I have is to
own up to my need in ‘wor ship ping’ the KING!  Als,o
ac cord ing to the Bi ble, I should be prop erly dressed;
which would mean def i nitely not with scant cloth ing
(dress ing im mod estly).

“‘Re mem ber there fore how you have re ceived and
heard; hold fast and re pent.  There fore if you will not
which, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not
know what hour I will come upon you.  You have a few
names even in Sardis who have not de filed their gar -
ments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are
wor thy.  He who over comes shall be clothed in white gar -
ments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of
Life; but I will con fess his name be fore My Fa ther and
be fore His an gels’”   Rev e la tion 3:3-5.

The lat ter days or days of APOSTASY (fall ing away) are
no lon ger fu ture text; but ab so lutely here right now and
thus we are liv ing in the midst of it.  Yes, ev i dently things 
will get even worse; but how we need to be sure that our
lamps are lit, that there is oil with our lamps and that we
are pre pared for the com ing of the Bride groom! 
REMEMBER five of the ‘vir gins’ thought that there was
am ple time and knew where to go in or der to be ready;
but when they re al ized their pres ent spir i tual con di tion, it 
was too late!  Also take to heart the same self ex am in ing
chal lenge that the Apos tles ex pe ri enced on the eve of
when JESUS told them that one of you is go ing to be tray
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Dr. Curtis Hutson Argues …
The Proof of His Res ur rec tion

Je sus Christ had a trial, a mock trial.  They con -
demned Him.  They scourged Him.  They cru ci fied Him. 
Af ter His death, they took the body down from the cross,
placed it in a tomb wherein man had never been laid and
rolled a stone be fore its mouth.

The re li gious lead ers said, “You re mem ber this Fel -
low, be fore He was cru ci fied, said, “De stroy this tem ple,
and in three days I will raise it up.’   If His dis ci ples come
and steal Him away and make peo ple be lieve He was
raised from the dead, we’ll never get Chris tian ity qui eted
down.  We have to make sure He does n’t come out of that
tomb!”

And they did two things to make sure the body of Je -
sus Christ could not be re moved.  First, they sealed it with
the Ro man seal.  That is im por tant!

For any one to break the seal of the Ro man gov ern -
ment meant cer tain death.  The Ro man world dared any -
one to mo lest that tomb.  They sealed it.  You did n’t fool
with things when the Ro man gov ern ment sealed them. 
That was a world em pire.  The whole world stood be hind
that seal.

But that was n’t enough.  They also sta tioned a guard
around the tomb.  Ro man sol diers stood by day and night
to make sure Je sus Christ did not come out of that tomb. 
The Bi ble does not in di cate how many sol diers guarded
the tomb, but four quaternion of sol diers guarded Pe ter. A
quaternion is a squad of four.  That means six teen Ro man
sol diers guarded Peter.

I sup pose there were that many or more who guarded

the tomb of Christ.  Rome dared the en tire world to mo lest
the tomb.  But af ter three days and nights, the tomb was
empty. 

Now rea son with me.  If Je sus Christ came out of that
grave, then ei ther man took Him out, or God took Him out.  
There is no other pos si bil ity.

If man took Je sus Christ out of the tomb, it had to be
ei ther his friends or His en e mies that did it.  Do you think
His friends - a lit tle band of de fense less dis ci ples -could
over power Ro man guards and take the body of Je sus from
that tomb?

If His friends did take His body, why did n’t the Ro -
man gov ern ment make an ef fort to find it?  It could n’t
have dis ap peared into thin air.  They could have found it
and said, “They stole His body, but we have found it and
want the world to know He did not re ally come out of that
tomb alive, as they said.”

The body was n’t to be found.  They could n’t pro duce
a corpse, be cause there was no corpse to pro duce!  I find it
im pos si ble to be lieve these de fense less dis ci ples over -
pow ered Ro man guards and took the body from that tomb.  
You could n’t believe that.

If it was n’t His friends, then was it His en e mies?  They 
were do ing ev ery thing pos si ble to keep Him in the tomb.

They would n’t do it.  It con tra dicts hu man rea son.
His friends could n’t, and His en e mies would n’t.  That

leaves only one al ter na tive - God Al mighty raised Je sus
Christ from the dead.  And that is ex actly what the Bi ble
says in He brews 13:20, Now the God of peace that
brought again from the dead our Lord Je sus, that great
shep herd of the sheep, through the blood of the ev er last -
ing cov e nant.”

Taken from “Sword of the Lord”

ME - Lord is it I?  

Yet in these days of ‘apos tasy’ we of the Morn ing
Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion are
seek ing (re gard less of the cost) to be faith ful unto the
Au thor and Fin isher of the faith.  There is a spir i tual vac -
uum  tak ing place right here in our midst and by God’s
GRACE if you are in agree ment with us; we covet your
faith ful PRAYER sup port and fi nan cial con tri bu tions.
The bat tle is se ri ous and Sa tan is out to bring this min is -
try to a close.  We be lieve that this min is try is im por tant
in these lat ter days in oc cu py ing till HE co mes! 
REMEMBER, even for the ‘wise vir gins’, the op por tu -
nity of nur tur ing, evan ge lism was over!  In our day, even
in much of the evan gel i cal preach ing, there is a vi tal em -
pha sis miss ing (omis sion) and that is the ne ces sity of
‘godly re pen tance’.

PREPARATION: with out REPENTANCE THERE IS

ABSOLUTELY NO SALVATION!  II Co rin thi ans 7:10. 

“‘And that re pen tance and re mis sion of sins should be
preached in his name to all na tions,…’”  Luke 24:47a.

Thus we of the Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion make to No Apol o gies for
seek ing to prac tice & preach the ‘old time Chris tian ity’,
by HIS GRACE!  “‘The voice of one cry ing in the wil der -
ness: Pre pare the way of the LORD; Make His paths
straight’”.  PREPARTION!  Lis ten to God’s Mes sage
to each of us: “’Re mem ber there fore from where you
have fallen; re pent and do the first works, or else I will
come to you quickly and re move your lampstand from its
place - un less you re pent’” Rev e la tion 2:5.  “But if we
walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fel low ship 
with one an other, and the blood of Je sus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin” 1 John 1:7.  

HEAVEN IS FOR REAL



From Our Fellowship Circle

M. L. Story City, IA
Your pa per pro vides in for ma tion and ed i to ri als that I do
not get from any other source.  Many is sues are passed on
to friends in Nurs ing Homes.

 O. R. Langdon, N. D. 
I so en joy your Morn ing Glory mag a zine as you are so
will ing to re ally tell us the truth and it is won der ful to re -
ceive.  

I am a ‘Born Again Chris tian’ and am so happy to get read -
ing ma te rial that only a Chris tian can re ally en joy.  I pray
that more peo ple will be saved through the read ing of this
won der ful ma te rial. …

En closed please find a check for the amount of $.... to help 
send this won der ful Chris tian ma te rial.

M. S. Ames, IA
I miss your mag a zine and want to re new it.  Here is a
check for it.  (I sure miss your ar ti cles).  

R. M. J. New Glarus, WI
I read your pub li ca tion from cover-to-cover ev ery time it
ar rives.  

En closed please find a con tri bu tion to ward your ex penses.

H. L. B. Story City, IA
Thank you for send ing me the Morn ing Glory pa per. 

With the way the world con di tions are, we could be living
in the last days be fore Christ co mes to take us home to
Heaven.  May we be found faith ful to Him and pray for the 
lost!  May God Bless you in your min is try and the good ar -
ti cles in the paper.

En closed is a gift of money in mem ory of Charles
Erickson.  

Ed i tor’s Note:  We need to hear from you!  Please
faith fully re mem ber us in and this min is try/mis sion in
Prayer!  Also please ‘pray’ for re newed and new in ter -
est/con cern for this ‘min is try’ in the work in the King dom
of God; By His GRACE!  Thank you and may the LORD
richly bless you!  Time is fleet ing and ‘we’ ‘need’ to keep
occupying with/for HIM! 
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The Creator and
Upholder of All Things

John 10:1-10

Our text clearly states that Je sus Christ is the
Cre ator of all things (vv. 3, 10).  Any re li gion that
does not hold to this fun da men tal truth thereby
iden ti fies it self as a false cult or hea then re li gion. 
For in stance, the group known as the “Je ho vah’s
Wit nesses” is ac tive world wide in seek ing con verts
to their be liefs, but the fact that they teach Christ is a 
cre ated be ing rather than the Cre ator is proof that
they are not true wit nesses for Je ho vah.   In stead,
they are lead ing their de ceived fol low ers to eter nal
per di tion.  Many false, hea then re li gions ex ist to -
day, most of which con sider Je sus Christ to be “a
great prophet” while de ny ing His de ity and His role
as Cre ator.  Even many Prot es tants to day claim to
be lieve in Christ, but in re al ity, they only ac cept
Him as a man - not God, not the Cre ator.  All of the
above re li gion ists claim to seek the truth, yet they
re ject what the Bi ble says con cern ing the Lord Je sus 
Christ, who is “the way, the truth, and the life”
(14:6).  A per son can not re ject the Truth and still
hope to find truth.  The doc trine of Jesus Christ’s
deity is foundational to true Christianity.

The con sis tent tes ti mony of both the Old and
New Tes ta ments bears wit ness to Christ’s spe cial,
all-in clu sive work in cre ation.  Many ref er ences
could be cited, but note in par tic u lar He brews 1:1-3.  
The Lord Je sus Christ is not only the Cre ator of all
things, but He is also the Up holder of all things.  De -
ny ing His role as the Cre ator calls into ques tion His
re demp tive work on the cross, thereby leav ing sin -
ful men with out God and with out hope.  How thank -
ful we are that Christ the Cre ator is also Christ our
Re deemer.  Let us share the good news of our Cre -
ator, Re deemer and Up holder.              MHR

Taken from “Feature”   (April-June, 2010)



False Prophets
Matt 7:15 –  “Be ware of the false proph ets,

who come to you in sheep’s cloth ing, but in -
wardly are rav en ous wolves. NASB

The Bi ble is full of warn ings of false proph ets and
false teach ers. Jer e miah the Prophet wrote this con cern ing 
the false proph ets of his day. Jer 6:14 “They have also
healed the hurt of My peo ple slightly, Say ing, ‘Peace,
peace!’ When there is no peace.” NKJV

Our pul pits are full of Pas tors who are heal ing the
wounds of peo ple slightly. They are pro claim ing peace,
peace when there is no peace. They are pro claim ing peo -
ple saved, when they have n’t re pented. They are tell ing
them they are go ing to heaven, and the peo ple are still liv -
ing in re bel lion and are en e mies of God through wicked
works. 

This spring Rob Bell, pas tor of Mars Hill Church, re -
leased his third book, Love Wins. This was the press re -
lease the pub lisher is sued shortly be fore the book was
re leased.

“Fans flock to his Facebook page, his NOOMA
vid eos have been viewed by mil lions, and his
Sunday ser mons are at tended by 10,000 pa rish -
io ners—with a down load able podcast reach ing
50,000 more. An elec tri fy ing, un con ven tional
pas tor whom Time mag a zine calls “a sin gu lar
rock star in the church world,” Rob Bell is the
most vi brant, cen tral re li gious leader of the mil -
len nial gen er a tion. Now, in “Love Wins:
Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Ev ery Per son
Who Ever Lived”, Bell ad dresses one of the most 
con tro ver sial is sues of faith—the af ter life—ar -
gu ing that a lov ing God would never sen tence
hu man souls to eter nal suf fer ing. With sear ing
in sight, Bell puts hell on trial, and his mes sage is 
de cid edly op ti mis tic—eter nal life doesn’t start
when we die; it starts right now. And ul ti mately,
Love Wins.”

Rob Bell is a Uni ver sal ist, which he de nies.  He says
that peo ple only go to heaven through Je sus, but he be -
lieves in what has be come known as the anon y mous
Chris tian view. That view states that even peo ple who
have never heard of Je sus can be saved through Him if
they are good peo ple. Bell in the book even sug gests that
peo ple might be able to be saved af ter death.

This is noth ing new; this her esy has been around al -

most since the be gin ning. It is just be ing re pack aged for
this cur rent gen er a tion. 

The ELCA shares essentially the same view with Rob
Bell. Up until a few months ago at this address, 
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/New-or-Returning
-to-Church/Dig Deeper/Salvation.apsx, they had an article
that said the ELCA believed in a similar view of
universalism. It has since been taken down, but this is part
of what it said, 

“Lu theran theo lo gian Carl Braaten says, “The
Chris tian hope for sal va tion, whether for the be -
liev ing few or the un be liev ing many, is grounded 
in the per son and mean ing of Christ alone, not
in the po ten tial of the world’s re li gions to save,
nor in the moral se ri ous ness of hu man ists and
peo ple of good will, not even in the good works
of pi ous Chris tians and church peo ple.... There
is a Uni ver sal ist thrust in the New Tes ta ment,
par tic u larly in Paul’s the ol ogy. How else can we
read pas sages such as ‘for as all die in Adam, so
all will be made alive in Christ’ (1 Cor 15:22)?”
(See also Colossians 1:15-20, Ephe sians 1:9-10,
1 Co rin thi ans 15:28.)”

The prob lem with the Rob Bells and the Carl Braatens 
of the world is that they don’t un der stand the Gos pel.
They don’t un der stand the na ture of God, and they don’t
un der stand the de prav ity of man. When talk ing with these
peo ple they al ways bring up, “What about the good
Hindu, or the good Bud dhist, the good Mus lim, even the
good athe ist. How can a good God send them to Hell just
be cause they don’t be lieve in Je sus?

First, they don’t un der stand the na ture of man. The
tes ti mony of scrip ture and life ex pe ri ence is over whelm -
ing. No one is good. Da vid said there was noth ing good in
him apart from God (Ps 16:2). Da vid said, there is no one
who does good (Ps 14:1). The proph ets said even our good 
works are like filthy rags in God’s sight (Isa 64:6). The
proph ets said all we like sheep have gone astray (Is 53:6).
Paul quot ing the Psalm ist said no one is good, no not one
(Rom 3:12).  And Je sus said no one is good but God (Mark 
10:18).  If you know your self, you know this to be true.
All you have to do is look at a news pa per and the truth of
this screams though the print. 

Sec ond, they don’t un der stand the na ture of God; that
He is holy, righ teous, and just. 

The Psalm ist says that righ teous ness and jus tice are
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the foun da tion of God’s throne. 
(Ps 89:14) Yes God is good, but He is so good, we

would die in His pres ence if not su per nat u rally pro tected.
(Ex 33:19) 

The true scan dal is not that some might go to hell; the
real scan dal is that we don’t all go there. Be cause that is
what each one of us de serves. I will have walked with God 
40 years this Au gust. Even at that, if I were to die and God
sent me to Hell, it would be what I de serve, be cause I am a
law breaker. Now I might pro test a lit tle bit and bring up
some thing about Je sus and His blood that was shed for
me. 

The wrong thing to do would be to tell God all the
won der ful things I did for him. “Lord, Lord, did I not
proph esy in Your name, and in Your name cast out de -
mons, and in Your name per form many mir a -
cles?”(Matt 7:22)

My good works won’t mean a thing on Judg ment day.
That would be like stand ing trial for mur der and tell ing the 
Judge, “Yes I killed a man, but I washed your car win dows 
on the way to court.” You can’t bribe the judge with your
good works. You can’t bribe God ei ther. Ev ery sin will be
pun ished. Ei ther Je sus was pun ished for your sins on the
cross, or you will be pun ished. 

The ques tion then be comes how do we ac cess this for -
give ness. Throughout the New Tes ta ment the Gos pel call
is the same, re pent and be lieve. You must ac knowl edge
that you are a sin ner and that you de serve hell, you must
re pent, turn away from those sins and then you must throw 
your self at the foot of the cross and be lieve that the death
Je sus died was for you. When you do this, God’s word
says He makes you a new cre ation with a new heart that
loves God. 

Rob Bell is n’t putt ing hell on trial.  He is the one on
trial, he will be judged for his false teach ing. It would be
better for him if he was tied to a mill stone and cast into the
sea than for him to con tinue lead ing peo ple astray (Luke
17:2) He is stor ing up wrath for the day of wrath (Rom
2:5). 

We can not choose to ig nore false teach ers like Rob
Bell, they are stand ing in the nar row way and block ing the
en trance and keep ing peo ple from en ter ing in (Luke
11:52). Be cause of them, peo ple will not hear the truth of
the Gos pel and will go to hell. But, an even graver sin is
that “Uni ver sal ism” of any form blas phemes the char ac ter
of God and robs Christ of the glory He de serves by sav ing
wretches like us.

Wayne Almlie
Des Moines, IA

Ed i tor’s Note:  Rob Bell is the leader of the move ment
known as “The Emer gent Church Move ment.”

Easter Blessings
When I was a lit tle girl

I knew my par ents loved the Lord,

Dad read from the fam ily Bi ble

And we were never bored.

Je sus be came my faith ful Friend -

A Faith ful Friend in deed’

He will never for sake me

He sup plies my ev ery need.

Some day He will call me home

He has a mansion in the sky

And there I’ll never roam

When I see the empty Cross
Stand high on Goligatha’s Hill

I know it was for me

He died at His own will.

What a won der ful, beau ti ful Sav ior

Is our Christ and King

Glory to God in the high est

Is the song we joy fully sing.

Easter Bless ings to one and all

And praises to Je sus Dear

May you feel His bless ings

All through the whole year.

By Mrs. Bud Haugen, Snohomish, WA
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

President Obama Wants Israel to Give
Back the Land

In a ma jor speech that sought to reframe U.S. pol icy in 
the Mid east, Pres i dent Barack Obama en dorsed a key Pal -
es tin ian de mand Thurs day for the bor ders of its fu ture
state and prod ded Is rael to ac cept that it can never have a
truly peace ful na tion that is based on “per ma nent
occupation.” 

Obama’s urg ing that a Pal es tin ian state be based on
1967 bor ders – those that ex isted be fore the Six-Day War
in which Is rael oc cu pied East Je ru sa lem, the West Bank
and Gaza – marked a sig nif i cant shift in U.S. pol icy and
seemed cer tain to anger Israel. 

Is rael has said an en dorse ment of the 1967 bor ders
would pre judge ne go ti a tions. Obama will meet at the
White House on Fri day with Is raeli Prime Min is ter
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Netanyahu said he ap pre ci ated Obama’s re marks, but
re jected any with drawal to what he called “in de fen si ble”
1967 bor ders. He said such a with drawal would jeop ar -
dize Is rael’s se cu rity and leave ma jor West Bank set tle -
ments out side Israeli borders.

Egypt’s U.N. en voy wel comed Obama’s sup port for
the 1967 bor ders, but said the speech lacked spe cif ics on
how to re start peace talks.

“What is pos i tive about (Obama’s speech) is the em -
pha sis on the 1967 bor ders,” Egypt’s long-serv ing U.N.
Am bas sa dor Maged Abdelaziz told re port ers.

In his speech, Obama said a fu ture Pal es tin ian state
must be based in ter ri to ries cap tured by Is rael in the 1967
Mid east war, with mi nor ad just ments reached through ne -
go ti a tions.

May 17, 2011
msnbc.com news ser vices

Lutheran World Federation Joins
Buddhists to Find “A Common Word” on 
Global Financial Crisis

For several years this min is try has been warn ing all
who will lis ten about the lib eral and left ist ten den cies of
the Lu theran World Fed er a tion.  Here is an other ex am ple. 
The Lu theran World Fed er a tion has joined with the World
Coun cil of Churches and the Bud dhists to is sue “A Bud -
dhist-Chris tian Com mon Word on Struc tural Greed.”  The 
doc u ment which rep re sents an at tack on cap i tal ism is rid -
dled with themes from liberation theology.  

One state ment claims “Je sus Christ lived a life in op -
po si tion to the forces of dom i na tion and died in a fierce
strug gle against these.  In his res ur rec tion, Chris tians be -
lieve that he was vic to ri ous over these struc tures and em -
pow ers his fol low ers, through the Holy Spirit, to re sist and 
trans form sim i lar structures today.”

Equat ing Bud dhism and Chris tian ity, the doc u ment
de clares: “We en cour age ef fec tive preach ing and teach ing 
as well as spir i tual prac tices such as med i ta tion and prayer 
to mo ti vate Bud dhists and Chris tians to wards per sonal
and social transformation.”

“As Bud dhists and Chris tians, we also af firm that
med i ta tion, prayer and other spir i tual prac tices of fer peo -
ple ac cess to spir i tual power that gives them per se ver ance, 
re lease from their egos, com pas sion with those who suf fer
and in ner strength to love and deal non-vi o lently with
those who they have to op pose.”  Such state ments as these
come straight out of Bud dhism as well as lib er a tion the ol -
ogy, and they be tray the true pur pose of Christ’s life, death 
and resurrection.

The only ma jor Lu theran body that holds mem ber ship 
in the Lu theran World Fed er a tion is the Evan gel i cal Lu -
theran Church in Amer ica (ELCA).  We pray that none of
the newer Lu theran Church bod ies will join the LWF,
since it can not seem to rec og nize the truth from a lie.

The Vine and Branches

Cal Thomas Nailed the Muslim Game
Plan!

In his syn di cated col umn en ti tled “Egypt Aflame”
pub lished in late Jan u ary, Cal Thomas said, “The his tory
of rad i cal Islamist move ments is be ing re peated in our
time.  First, there is in fil tra tion and, when their num bers
are large enough, dom i na tion.  Next co mes sub ju ga tion,
fol lowed by erad i ca tion of non be liev ers.  To think things
will be dif fer ent this (time) is folly.”

He is so pre cise, so right, so on tar get here.  But Mr.
Thomas adds, “This is n’t big otry.  It is prov able fact,
which the Islamists be lieve we will ig nore.”

In other words, they be lieve we are stu pid enough to
let them do what ever they please un til they get the up per
hand.  At that Point, they don’t have to be nice any more,
and their track re cord proves they have no in ten tion of do -
ing so.

SWORD PRESS SERVICE
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ELCA Promotes Homosexual Lifestyle
Among Youth

“ELCA camp ex pe ri ences sup port gay youth,” head -
lined an ar ti cle in the April, 2011 edi tion of The Lu theran.
The ar ti cle high lights the ELCA’s var i ous works di rected
at GLBT (Gay, Les bian, Bi sex ual and Trans sex ual) youth.  
Ac cord ing to the ar ti cle, “GLBT youth are also sup ported
by pro grams in ELCA con gre ga tions and at least three
camps.  The camp ex pe ri ences are led by ELCA mem bers
and all three rent space from ELCA camps.”

Last year The Vine and Branches re ported on such ac -
tiv i ties of the ELCA for “GLBT” youth at sev eral of their
church camps, but a num ber of peo ple sug gested we were
just mak ing this up.  Now the ELCA re leases an ar ti cle
pub li ciz ing their ef forts to make gay, les bian, bi sex ual and 
transgendered youth and young adults feel wel come in the 
church and urg ing them “not to give up.”  

Also high lighted in the ar ti cle is the com ment: “The
Spir i tual Pride Pro ject” in Aus tin, Texas be gan af ter a
mother dis cov ered there were no camps in the south ern
U.S. where her child’s sex u al ity would be re spected.  Two
ad di tional min is tries that serve gay and les bian youth
through out the year, the mag a zine stated, are The Light -
house, Minnetonka, Min ne sota and the Lou is ville (KY)
Youth Group.”  Ac cord ing to The Lu theran, the Light -
house is a youth group that draws from more than eight
high schools in the western suburbs of Min ne ap o lis.

The Vine and Branches

U. S.  Passed 53 Million Abortion Mark in 
2010

At some point in 2010 – 37 years re moved from the
Su preme Court’s Roe v. Wade de ci sion – a doc tor in the
United States per formed the na tion’s 53 mil lionth le gal
abor tion…

The sta tis tic is based on data com piled by the
Guttmacher In sti tute, a pro-choice or ga ni za tion whose
stud ies are ac knowl edged by most ma jor pro-choice or ga -
ni za tions.

The na tion’s abor tion rate reached a peak of 1.6 mil -
lion in 1990 and has steadily fallen in most years ever
since, al though Guttmacher’s lat est data, from 2008,
showed the abor tion rated had risen slightly to 1,212,000 
from 1,206,000 in 2005, the most re cent data point. Be -
cause Guttmacher no lon ger re leases abor tion data ev ery
year, the 53 mil lion fig ure is based on as sump tions that the 
abor tion rate re mained rel a tively un changed in 2009 and
2010.    

The 1973 Roe de ci sion, cou pled with the com pan ion
Doe v. Bolton rul ing, le gal ized abor tion na tion wide for ef -

fec tively any rea son dur ing all nine months of preg nancy.                       
BAPTIST PRESS 

Ed i tor Com ments:  Stun ning!  Stag ger ing!  Scan dal -
ous!  Sor did!  Shame ful!  What words can pos si bly de -
scribe the hor ror that goes with kill ing 3,921 un born
ba bies ev ery day of the year for 37 years?  Ab so lutely bar -
baric, un think able geno cide!

Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note: “Righ teous ness ex alts a na tion, But
sin is a re proach to any peo ple.”  “If My peo ple who are 
called by My name will hum ble them selves, and pray
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven, and will for give their sin
and heal their land.”  “When the righ teous are in au -
thor ity, the peo ple re joice; But when a wicked man
rules, the peo ple groan.”  Prov erbs 14:34, 11 Chron i cles
7:14 & Proverbs 29:2.  

U. S. Court of Appeals Rules Favorably
for World Vision

“World Vi sion ap plauds (the Jan u ary 25) ac tion by the 
U.S. Court of Ap peals for the Ninth Cir cuit, up hold ing our 
le gally pro tected prac tice of hir ing peo ple who share the
same faith.

“The court re jected a pe ti tion to re-hear a case in volv -
ing three for mer em ploy ees ter mi nated in 2007 be cause,
af ter sev eral years work ing for the Chris tian hu man i tar ian
or ga ni za tion, they no lon ger agreed with World Vi sion
U.S.’s state ment of faith.  The court ruled 2-1 last Au gust
that World Vi sion qual i fies as a re li gious or ga ni za tion un -
der the 1964 Civil Rights Act, thereby up hold ing the ter -
mi na tions.  We hope (the) ac tion by the court settles this
dispute…

“Re gard less of any fur ther le gal pro ceed ings, World
Vi sion will con tinue to vig or ously de fend our or ga ni za -
tion’s free dom to hire em ploy ees who share our faith.”

Christian Newswire
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There’s a new variety of preacher today
who’s not interested in being called a

“holy man of God.”  He wants to be called 
by his first name and be just one of the

boys.  He’s so anxious to be relevant that
he’s forgotten how to be reverent.

Vance Havner



Just Like Before
By Dr. Norris Belch er

“And she said, The Philistines be upon thee,
Sam son.  And he awoke out of his sleep, and

said, I will go out as at other times be fore, and
shake my self.  And he wist not that the LORD

was de parted from him.”  Judg. 16:20.

The story of Sam son is one of the sad dest and most
tragic sto ries that you will find in the Bi ble.  You have to
look long and hard to find an in di vid ual who is as unique
as Sam son was.  God called this man to be a judge over the 
chil dren of Is rael and to lead them in their strug gle to rid
the Philistines from the land that God has prom ised to
Abraham.  

Sam son, how ever, made a mis take by fall ing in love
with Delilah.  He soon trusted Delilah and went against
the prin ci ples of God.  He trusted her even af ter she tried
on three dif fer ent oc ca sions to learn from him the source
of his great strength.

His ad mis sion to her in Judges 16:17 should be un der -
stood as a de nial of the trust he had with God.  He even tu -
ally was swal lowed up by this worldling.

Let me say it this way: The world and the Devil ru ined 
him.  His flesh robbed him of the strength God had given
him.  Sam son be came but a by word to those peo ple in that
day.  

Delilah tried on other oc ca sions – ear lier in this chap -
ter – to get the se cret of his strength out of him, but Sam -
son would not re veal the sa cred trust that God had given. 

How ever, she kept on; she kept press ing the is sue; she
kept work ing de ceit fully in an ef fort to learn the source of
Sam son’s strength.  

When she wak ened him out of his sleep the first cou -
ple of times, he went out and faced his en e mies by break -
ing the cords wrapped around his wrists as if they were
only threads.  As the world will do, Delilah stayed af ter
him un til she broke him down.  She stayed af ter him un til
she weak ened him so that he fi nally suc cumbed and told
her the secret.

Delilah lured Sam son to sleep.  While he slept, she
brought the Philistines into the tent and shaved off his hair.  
When his hair was gone, so was his power.  And the sad
part was that Sam son did not know that the Spirit had de -
parted.

They chained him up in fet ters, put out his eyes and
made him slave to grind in the mill the rest of his nat u ral
life.

Oh, what sin can do in the lives of God’s peo ple!  Sin
is bind ing – Sam son was put in brass fet ters.  Sin is blind -
ing – they put out his eyes.  Sin re duces us to grind ing – he
was put in a mill and made to work like a slave.   

This is ex actly where many of our churches in Amer -
ica are to day. So many preach ers are like Sam son in their
spir i tual lives.  This is the place to which some of us have
found our selves re duced.

In fact, in the last sev eral years, we have got ten up
from our slum ber with the world, only to walk into our
pul pits and open our Bi bles to do bat tle against the Devil
and with sin, with out know ing that the Lord has de parted
from us.  We do not un der stand that the power we once
had is now gone.  We have been lulled to sleep by the
world, but we can not un der stand what the prob lem is and
why we are not see ing results.  

What has hap pened?  Just like Sam son, we have al -
lowed the world to steal our power.  Just like Sam son, we
have al lowed our flesh to rob us of the power of God.

We need to un der stand what the Devil is try ing to do. 
Sa tan has stayed af ter us and kept up the at tack.  He has
kept up the bat tle un til we yielded, even tu ally break ing
down, and now we go to our pul pits just like be fore.  We
go out as at other times, but noth ing happens.

All over Amer ica this is tak ing place.  This is hap pen -
ing in fun da men tal …Churches be cause the Devil has fo -
cused his di rec tion and at tack upon those of us who have
been called into the min is try.  He con tin ues to stay af ter us
and will not quit un til we are de feated and we are robbed
of the power that God had in our lives.

Taken from “Sword of the Lord”
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Let nei ther fear nor fa vor of 

man in duce us to keep back or 

avoid or change or mu ti late or 

qual ify any text in the Bi ble. 

Surely we ought to have holy

bold ness when we speak as

am bas sa dors of God.  We

have no rea son to be ashamed

of any state ment we make in

our pul pits, so long as it is

Scrip tural.



Look Carefully How You Walk
Read Nehemiah 4-6 

For al most a hun dred years, the Jews had ex cused
their fail ure to re build the wall that had once sur rounded
and pro tected Je ru sa lem.  They blamed this fail ure on the
op po si tion of their en e mies.  The man of faith will find a
way, but the ma jor ity al ways find an ex cuse.  Nehemiah
placed his faith in the Lord, say ing: Our God will fight for
us (Nehemiah 4:20).  His words of faith re mind us of
Jehoshaphat’s words to his sol diers: Fear not nor be dis -
mayed …for the Lord is with you (II Chron i cles 20:17) and 
Da vid’s prom ise to Go li ath: The bat tle is the Lord’s
(I Sam uel 17:47).

Sanballat had done all he could to side track Nehemiah 
through rid i cule, flat tery, and threats.  He fi nally re sorted
to openly ac cus ing the Jews of re bel ling against Per sia.  
He made ev ery ef fort to dis tract Nehemiah, ask ing of ten
for an op por tu nity to dis cuss the sit u a tion.  But Nehemiah
said: They in tended to do me harm.  And I sent mes sen gers
to them, say ing, I am do ing a great work and can not come
down.  Why should the work stop while I leave to come
down to you?  (Nehemiah 6:2-3).  

It seems in cred i ble that in just 52 days the walls were
re stored.  But there was a sense of re ded i ca tion, and the
peo ple had a heart and mind to work (4:6).  It seems a pity
that they had waited for so many years and, as a re sult, had 
suf fered from loot ing from nearby enemies.  

Nehemiah uti lized hu man strat egy and armed his
work ers with their swords, spears and bows (4:13).  They
also la bored… From dawn un til the stars came out (4:21).   
But his de pend ence was upon the Lord as he said: The
God of Heaven will pros per us… So the wall was fin ished
(2:20; 6:15).  

Nehemiah’s un re served ad her ence to God’s Word and 
his re al iza tion of the vi tal im por tance of the des tiny of
God’s peo ple in spired his faith that God would give them
vic tory.  Eleven times it is re corded that Nehemiah prayed
(1:4-11; 2:4; 4:4-5,9; 5:19; 6:9,14; 13:14;22,29,31).  This, 
too, re in forces our faith that all things are pos si ble with
God  (Mat thew 19:26).  

Faith in the Lord grows by con tin ual obe di ence to His
Word.  The com mit ment of Christ to the Fa ther should be
the de sire of all be liev ers; I do not seek or con sult My own
will (I have no de sire to do what is pleas ing to My -
self)…..but only the will and plea sure of the Fa ther who
sent Me (John 5:30).

Op po si tion is to be ex pected and lack of abil ity pro -
vides op por tu nity for the Lord to re ceive the glory.  The
one great prob lem in serv ing the Lord suc cess fully is not
caused by ex ter nal prob lems or lack of abil ity, but by un -

will ing ness to do the best we can with what we have. 
Through prayer God will lead us to the help and knowl -
edge we need to ac com plish His will. 

Look care fully then how you walk!  Live pur pose fully
and wor thily and ac cu rately, not as the un wise and wit -
less, but as wise, sen si ble, in tel li gent peo ple, Mak ing the
very most of the time, buy ing up each op por tu nity, be cause 
the days are evil (Ephe sians 5:15-16).

Taken from “Bible Pathway”

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Thanks, Dad

Read: 1 Thess. 2:1-12

We ex horted, and com forted, and charged ev ery
one of you, as a fa ther does his own chil dren. 

- 1 Thess. 2:11

In the US, more long dis tance calls are made on
Mother’s Day than any other day.  But on Fa ther’s Day,
the most col lect calls are made.  It seems that chil dren still
de pend on their fa thers to pro vide, even when they are far
away from home.  

Fa thers are needed and wanted for much more than fi -
nan cial help.  While 1 Thessalonians 2:10-12 is pri mar ily
di rected to ward church lead ers, Paul talks about how their
role is sim i lar to a fa ther’s.  He states: “You know how we
ex horted, and com forted, and charged ev ery one of you, as 
a fa ther does his own children.”  

Ex horted is “to call near.”  It is easy for fa thers to
think that all that’s re quired of them is to bring home a
pay check.  But chil dren need their close en cour age ment.  

The word com forted is “to con sole.”  Noth ing is more
valu able to a child than the time given by a fa ther to lis ten
and talk.  With out con stant re lat ing, re la tion ships turn
cold.  

Charged is “to af firm.”  Fa thers chal lenge their chil -
dren by af firm ing the truth of God’s Word as they live it
out in front of them.  And even in fail ings, they af firm
what is right through the ask ing of for give ness.  

How thank ful we can be for fa thers who help their
chil dren “walk wor thy of God” (v. 12).   –Al bert Lee

We’re thank ful for our fa thers, Lord, 
They’re spe cial gifts from You;
Help us to show we honor them
By what we say and do. - Sper.

Good fa thers re flect the heav enly Fa ther.
Taken from “Our Daily Bread”, 

Copyright:   2010 RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI
Used with per mis sion
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First Lay Witnesses in Norway
Hans Niel sen Hauge

(Con tin ued from last is sue of the Morn ing Glory)

The ker nel of wheat was put into the ground, through
a long, slow and hor ri ble im pris on ment and mar tyr dom,
but it was to bear much fruit.  Hauge’s own per sonal and
evan ge lis tic work was a most unique and won der ful vis i -
ta tion  from heaven.  God’s Spirit had shoved him on in
spite of dun geon, fire and sword; yet it was not his greatest 
work.

The say ing that it is better to put ten per sons to work
than to do the work of ten per sons was fully re al ized by
Hauge.  He en cour aged oth ers; he sent out oth ers.  He
started a move ment that was des tined to live af ter him and
lives yet, praise be to God.  So by this time there are far
more lay-evan ge lists in Nor way than there are or dained
min is ters.  Hauge sent them out, men and women, only he
re quired of the women-preach ers that they should be re -
puted as good house-keep ers also.  If they could not
preach, he wanted them to use the other gifts God had
given them - to do per sonal work, to sing, to pray, to give
to his cause, to be hos pi ta ble, etc.  A sense of
blood-bought par don and pas sion for souls should shove
them on and on.

An other great and en dur ing work Hauge ini ti ated was
the cen ters for spir i tual fel low ship and spir i tual head quar -
ters.  These he es tab lished from Tromso to Lindesness,
length wise, and from the Swed ish bor der to the North Sea, 
cross wise.  So when Hauge was im pris oned and left the
scene of Chris tian work, these fel low ship cen ters car ried
on.  By this time, through God’s mar vel ous grace, there
are fel low ship and prayer meet ings in ev ery one of the 600 
par ishes, and many groups in each par ish, and in nu mer a -
ble cha pels or “bedehus” where God’s peo ple gather.  In
the course of time the rit u al is tic and formalistic ring of
iron has been bro ken, so the lay peo ple have free use of the 
churches too-long be fore this time.  Then they have their
spir i tual Bi ble schools and young peo ple’s schools for the
con ver sion of sin ners-and evan ge lis tic courses, Bi ble con -
fer ences, etc.  God used Hauge to lay the foun da tion of it
all.  But he started it on both knees, and that is the way it
must be car ried on, for the devil is not dead yet.  And the
mo ment you aim for higher ground he will hurl his darts at 
you.  

From 1853 and on, God’s peo ple com menced to or ga -
nize their lay men’s so ci et ies, so ev ery spir i tual group by
this time be longed to some lay men’s or ga ni za tion.  At the
same time, in 1842, for eign mis sion work was started –

which is now en cir cling the earth – in China, Mon go lia,
In dia, Af rica, etc., just from one small coun try.  If we shall
fight the devil, there must be no let-up in the soul-win ning
work.  Else we stag nate.  Stag na tion is death.

This will suf fice for this part.  We shall in the next part
see how the spir i tual work that God be gan through Hauge
was trans ferred to Amer ica.  The liv ing spir i tual power
like a flame in the wind made a jump across the At lan tic. 
So the river of life was started among our peo ple in Amer -
ica in 1825 – small at first, but it has car ried much liv ing
wa ter through liv ing preach ing, liv ing wit ness-bear ing,
liv ing Chris tian work re sult ing in real and true con ver -
sions and liv ing spir i tual life.  But God be gan it through
Hauge one day out in the field in Tune par ish, April 5,
1796.  It is for us now liv ing to carry it on, work, tes tify
and pray – till Je sus co mes.

It is the Lord’s do ing and it is mar vel ous in our eyes.

Hauge Move ment Trans planted 

…Among the sev eral mil lion im mi grants from Nor -
way who have found their homes in Amer ica, build ing in -
nu mer a ble churches, schools, in sti tu tions of char ity,
scat tered mostly through out the North west, we shall fol -
low just the nar row lane, the scar let line, the blood-line
run ning through the con verted hearts of the few, who have 
had real and per sonal ex pe ri ences with God’ who have
walked with Him and talked with Him and won souls for
the Lamb of God through the me dium of lay-ac tiv ity and
personal evangelism.

We don’t thereby un der value what God might have
done and still is do ing through the or ga nized churches and
church bod ies, but that does not come in un der our sub -
ject.  The church work done by the var i ous de nom i na tions
and their lead ing min is ters, etc., have been de scribed in
in nu mer a ble books.  We have very few real books on the
spir i tual life, strug gles and soul-sav ing work that had their 
or i gin in the prayer meet ing, in the per sonal work, and in
the free and in de pend ent lay-ac tiv ity.  May we draw life,
power and in spi ra tion from the long row of un self ish wit -
nesses in the lay men’s work.  Some of them are well-
 known, many less known, many not known at all, but their 
names are in the Book of Life.  God, add Your bless ings
that the power and heat of heaven may be upon us for
Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 

Taken from “The Hauge Movement in America”
Ed i tor’s Note:  Em pha sis mine. 
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Je sus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man com eth unto the Fa ther, but by Me.  John
14:6.

The pol i tics pro fes sor stated at the be gin ning of his
course, “There is no such thing as an ab so lute truth.”  One of
his stu dents re plied, “Does that in clude that state ment?” 
Dear friend, in a world filled with phi los o phies each claim -
ing to be the truth, Je sus pro claimed He was the only way,
the only truth and the only life.  Do you want peace with
God?  Be lieve on the Lord Je sus Christ. - Bob Cretney

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, that’s what Je sus
said.

With out the Way there is no go ing;
With out the Truth there is no know ing;
With out the Life there is no grow ing.
I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; that’s what Je sus

said. –  N. Woychuk
Taken from ‘Choice Gleanings’

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Bear ing the cross for Him self – John 19:17
And he that doth not take his cross and fol low af ter 

Me, is not wor thy of Me.  – Matt. 10:38
THE cross that Je sus bore was ours; but He took it and 

made it His own.
No one else could have car ried that bur den, and in

truth it was heavy enough for Him, too.  He could still the
tem pest, heal the sick, and raise the dead from their
graves, but when He bore His cross, He sank to the
ground.  In sor row and an guish of soul He cried out, “My
God!  My God!  Why hast Thou for saken Me?”  This bur -
den was ver ily more than a piece of wood; it was ev ery -
thing that made trou ble be tween God and us.   All this He
bore in spirit and soul, and on His body; and then He died
on a tree!

It is this cross of Je sus that has made a cross for all
who will fol low Him.  To de part from all the sin that He
bore for us, and to fol low Him from day to day in things
great and small, that is our cross.  The cross is not sick -
ness, pov erty, and the hard life that sin lays on all men. 
Only those who fol low Je sus walk the way of the cross.

When you deny your self and give Christ your al le -
giance, when you leave the world and go to your Bi ble,
into your prayer cham ber, and when you go out among
peo ple, and walk as a child of light with a hum ble mind, in
honor and dis honor, in evil re port and good re port, then
you are fol low ing Je sus, and then you are bear ing the
cross af ter Him.

Je sus, I my cross have taken,
All to leave, and fol low Thee; 
Des ti tute, de spised, for saken,
Though, from hence, my all shalt be.

Per ish ev ery fond am bi tion,
All I’ve sought, and hoped, and known,
Yet how rich is my con di tion!
God and heaven are still my own.

Taken from “Thy Kingdom Come” by Ludvig Hope
Copyright 1939 by Augsburg Publishing House, 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress
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UpDate

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for
which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, 
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  I
urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things,
and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good
confession before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this
commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord
Jesus Christ’s appearing,” 1 Timothy 6:10, 13-14.

Don’t Know?

As privileged and responsible as being the ‘editor’ of the
Morning Glory, I don’t know for absolutely certainty what 
to say or not say in this ‘specific’ ‘UpDate’.

I know Scripture is very clear that when it comes to
‘giving’ in the Lord’s Work, it is too given from a joyful
and cheerful heart as we give unto the LORD.  I also know
from a human point of view, that unless ‘giving’ unto this
portion of our Lord’s Kingdom Work; is definitely
increased; not too far in the fairly near future some area
will have to be minimized.  I also know that the Board
Members of the Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation
seek to be conscientious and good stewards of what the
Lord entrusts into ‘our’ midst.  So what is my “Don’t
Know?” about?  I believe ‘we’ should give not so much
out of ‘need’, BUT want too, voluntarily/cheerfully
because I/we love HIM and thus HIS KINGDOM’S
WORK!  YES I am very much aware of that there are a
‘few’ evangelical Lutheran Ministries that are worthy of
support; SO I am requested once again that you give unto
this ‘ministry’ ONLY AS THE LORD LEADS!  Thanks
for your response and may the LORD richly Bless YOU!
I know the LORD has not promised to give ‘us’ all our
wants – but NEED.  YES, the ‘means’ are available; but it
is YET in your pocket and being it is the Lord’s Work we
are talking about; there is a comfort zone AS we seek to
‘occupy’ with and for HIM; until the door is closed.   May
our Precious SAVIOR be permitted to lead, guide and
direct, (you & me/us) AS HE knows BEST.

April Income for Morning Glory was approx. $2,355.00

The actual cost of publishing and sending each issue of the
Morning Glory is app. $2,300 plus considerable other
expenses.
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                 YOU are in vited to:
ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE HAUGE
LUTHERAN INNERMISSION FEDERATION

When?  June 17 - 19, 2011 (Fri day Eve ning thru the
Wor ship Ser vice on Sunday)
Where?  Bethel Lu theran Breth ren Church, Faribault, 
MN
Host Pas tor:  Pas tor Ron Wik

SCHEDULE
Fri day eve ning, 7:00 p.m.  Singspiration
7:30 p.m. - Pas tor Lindell Quam, Osakis MN
Re fresh ments & Fel low ship fol low ing

Sat ur day
9:00 - 9:30 a.m.  Prayer Time
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.  An nual Meet ing of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion
10:30 - 11 a.m.  Re fresh ments & Fel low ship
11:00 a.m.  -  Noon,  Pas tor Harland Helland, Fergus
Falls, MN
Noon - Meal at Church
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.  Rod Stueland, Dilworth, MN
2:00 - 3:00 p.m.  Tes ti mony time, Gos pel Songs &
Hymns
3:00 -3:30 p.m.  Re fresh ments & Fel low ship
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.  Pas tor Harland Helland
4:30 p.m.  Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion
Board Meet ing
7:00 p.m. - Eve ning Ser vice:  Pas tor Lindell Quam

Sunday Morn ing - Wor ship Ser vice:  Pas tor
Lindell Quam

Con ve niently ac ces si ble, also con venient lodg ing and 
meals.  
If you want to vol un teer, please bring along re fresh -
ments to share

PRAY, Wel come, PRAY, In vite, 
PRAY, Come, PRAY

Come ex pect ing! and
HEAVEN IS FOR REAL!

  

Trav el ing To gether in the Jour ney of Life!

Per son ally I be lieve for a Chris tian when it co mes
to mak ing the de ci sion (prayer) of ‘mar riage’ that ac tu -
ally it be gins in Heaven! 

I have been very blest in the choice of a life-mate; a 
con sci en tious be liev ing part ner now near ing the ‘mile -
stone’ of fifty years. Yes, Lord will ing Barb and I will
be com mem o rat ing ‘our golden wed ding an ni ver -
sary’ June 10th, 2011. 

Very early on in ‘our’ jour ney to gether we claimed
1 Sam uel 12:24; which reads: “Only fear the LORD,
and serve Him in truth with all your heart: for con sider
what great things He has done for you”; along with nu -
mer ous other nug gets from God’s In fal li ble Word, the
Bi ble. Oh we have failed/sinned against our won der ful 
Sav ior many times; but God is trust wor thy and faith ful
as HE never fails! Ac tu ally, I be lieve for give ness is the 
GLUE that holds ‘be liev ers’ to gether! THE LORD IS
SO GOOD through ‘our’ ups and downs/strug gles.
Taste And See! 

Ed i tor & Wife (Rod and Barb Stueland). Ecc. 4:12.


